
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
NEARS COMPLETION

M O U N T  J O Y  M E S S E N G E R

Construction of Mount Joy Borough’s new
Municipal Complex continues to move steadily
forward, with substantial completion
anticipated around March 22.

At that stage, the building will be considered
fully operational, and contractors will shift their
focus to completing the project’s punch list — a
standard process that addresses final
adjustments and finishing details before full
occupancy.

Exterior work is expected to be largely
complete in early March, with only minor
finishing touches remaining as this newsletter
reaches mailboxes.
Continued on next page...

A  G R E A T  P L A C E  T O  L I V E ,  W O R K  A N D  P L A Y !
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Photo by: Ken Newcomer
Little Chiques Park



MUNICIPAL COMPLEX CONTINUED...
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Planning is already underway for the transition into the new space. Furniture delivery and
installation are tentatively scheduled for the week of April 20, with staff relocation targeted for
around May 1. Borough officials are carefully coordinating the move to ensure that public services
remain uninterrupted throughout the transition.

Residents will have an opportunity to tour the completed facility during an Open House scheduled
for June 27 as part of Mount Joy’s 175th Anniversary Celebration. Additional details about the
event can be found on page 26 of this newsletter.

The new Municipal Complex represents a significant milestone for the Borough and will soon begin
serving residents from its modern, updated space.
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GRANTS FOR PARK IMPROVEMENTS AND
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

The Borough is pleased to announce that we have received two grant awards that will support
important improvements to our parks and pedestrian infrastructure. These projects reflect
community input and will enhance safety, accessibility, and recreation throughout Mount Joy.

Little Chiques Park Development – Phase 1
The Borough was awarded a DCNR Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) grant to
support Phase 1 of planned improvements at Little Chiques Park.

This project will focus on improving accessibility and usability of the park by adding a new ADA-
compliant paved pathway, making parking safer and more accessible, and introducing new
recreational areas and public restrooms. Stormwater management and environmental
enhancements will also be included. These improvements will lay the groundwork for future park
upgrades and help transform Little Chiques Park into a more welcoming space for residents of all
ages and abilities.

Mount Joy Borough Safety Enhancement Project – Phase 2
The Borough also received funding through the Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF)
administered by the Department of Community & Economic Development (DCED).

This project will improve pedestrian safety and connectivity throughout the community, particularly
near Borough Park and along Main Street. Planned improvements include traffic-calming measures,
high-visibility crosswalks, ADA-compliant curb ramps, and enhanced pedestrian crossing features at
multiple intersections. These upgrades will help make walking safer and more comfortable for
residents and visitors.

Together, these grant awards represent a significant investment in Mount Joy’s public spaces and
transportation network. The Borough looks forward to sharing updates as these projects move
forward.
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by Dr. David Eichler

Spring brings fresh activity to Little Chiques Park, and anglers have something to look forward to as the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) returns to stock trout in Little Chiques Creek.

This year, PFBC will stock trout at Little Chiques Park on March 17 and again on April 14, providing
excellent early-season fishing opportunities right here in the Borough. These stockings are part of PFBC’s
statewide trout program, which supports recreational fishing, aquatic conservation, and public enjoyment of
Pennsylvania’s waterways. This year, statewide Mentored Youth Fishing Day is March 28. To participate in
a Mentored Youth Fishing Day, anglers 16 years of age or older (the mentor) must possess a valid PA fishing
license with trout permit and be accompanied by a youth (less than 16 years of age) who has obtained a
Mentored Youth Permit or a Voluntary Youth Fishing License. For the future of fishing, the PFBC
encourages the purchase of Youth Fishing Licenses ($2.97). While mentors will be permitted to fish for
trout, they are not permitted to harvest trout and must release them unharmed. Youth may harvest up to
two trout (combined species) with a minimum size of 7 inches. Saturday, April 4  is the PA statewide trout
season opening day.   

th

The stockings also highlight the continued success of the Borough’s Little Chiques Creek Streambank
Restoration Project, which has improved water quality, stabilized streambanks, restored floodplain
connectivity, and enhanced aquatic habitat. These improvements help create a healthier stream
environment that benefits fish populations while also providing a scenic, accessible setting for residents and
visitors.

PFBC plays a vital role in managing and protecting Pennsylvania’s fisheries through science-based
conservation, public education, and enforcement. Their ongoing partnership with local communities helps
ensure that waterways like Little Chiques Creek remain productive, resilient, and enjoyable for generations
to come.

Whether you’re an experienced angler or just enjoy spending time outdoors, Little Chiques Park is a great
place to welcome spring.

TROUT STOCKING RETURNS TO 
LITTLE CHIQUES PARK THIS SPRING

PFBC stocking truck & technician
Little Chiques Park 2025
By Dr. David Eichler
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KEEPING GOOD STREETS GOOD: A 2025 PUBLIC WORKS RECAP

by Dennis Nissley, Public Works Director

The Public Works Department had a busy year in 2025, completing several stormwater and street
improvement projects. An outside contractor was hired to repave Walnut Street. However, before
the paving could take place, the stormwater pipes at the intersection of Walnut Street and Columbia
Avenue needed to be replaced. New Smooth Lined Corrugated Polyethylene Pipe (SLCPP) and
Reinforced Concrete Pipe (RCP) were installed to replace the existing Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP),
which had been installed decades ago and had begun to rust through.

Whenever possible, stormwater is directed into pipes beneath the street to move it downstream,
where it is eventually discharged into either Little Chiques Creek or Donegal Creek. In the case of
Walnut Street, the stormwater flows along the street surface, is directed toward the center of the
roadway, and is then deposited into a swale at the southernmost end of the street.

The Public Works Department also replaced stormwater pipes and added new inlets at the
intersection of North Alley and North Barbara Street. All existing CMP were replaced with SLCPP as
part of preparation for the paving of North Barbara Street, which is scheduled for completion in
2026. In addition, North Alley from North Barbara Street to Concord Street was repaved, and Snyder
Alley from North Alley to Frank Street was paved. Snyder Alley had previously been a gravel alley and
was subject to rutting and stone washout onto North Alley. To better manage stormwater and
prevent runoff from impacting private properties, asphalt curbs were installed along North Alley to
direct water to the new inlets at North Barbara Street.

Seal coating is a maintenance process the Borough uses to preserve streets that are currently in good
condition. In 2025, seal coating was applied to 13 streets. Residents may wonder why effort is being
placed on streets that are already in good shape when some borough streets are in poor condition.
The reason is that streets in poor condition require full reconstruction, while good streets can be
preserved through preventative maintenance. Over time, good streets begin to dry out and develop
small cracks, which can grow larger and allow water to penetrate the asphalt and base material. This
weakens the roadway and leads to damage during freeze-thaw cycles.

Before a street is seal coated, Borough staff seal larger cracks using a crack-sealing machine. The seal
coat process is then applied, adding oil and stone to the surface. The goal of this program is simple: to
keep good streets good.

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER
“Before” and “After” Photos of Walnut Street by Dennis Nissley
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Sudden Cardiac Arrest: Every Second Counts
Sudden cardiac arrest is one of the leading causes of death in the United States. Each year, more than
356,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests occur, and nearly 90% are fatal. That means sudden cardiac
arrest claims the lives of approximately 1,000 Americans every day.

The most effective way to prevent sudden cardiac death is the early use of CPR and automated
external defibrillators (AEDs). Immediate action can double or even triple a person’s chance of
survival.

This flyer provides the public with an opportunity to purchase a high-quality AED at special pricing,
lower than standard retail or internet costs.

This community initiative is proudly brought to you by Penn State Health – Lancaster Medical Center.

Michael J. Reihart, DO, FAEMS, FACEP
Eastern Regional EMS Medical Director, Penn State Health



10

11



1012

CELEBRATE THE SEASONS IN A BOROUGH PARK

As the warmth of spring grows into sunny
summer days, it’s the perfect time to enjoy the
wonderful outdoor spaces right here in Mount
Joy Borough! From playgrounds and pavilions to
quiet gardens and ball fields, our parks are ready
to help you make lasting memories with family
and friends. 

Whether you’re planning a picnic, a birthday
celebration, or just a leisurely stroll, there’s
something for everyone to enjoy!

🌳 Borough Park & Kids Joy Land
This vibrant community hub includes Kids Joy Land, a beloved playground area originally built by
community volunteers and rebuilt in 2015 with local support. It’s a favorite spot for families with
young children, with plenty of space for running and play. Interested in hosting a get-together?
Pavilions here can be reserved—just call the Borough Office to check availability and secure your
date! 

🌲 Little Chiques Park
Located on Park Avenue, this expansive 32-acre park offers nine pavilions (with grills) and plenty
of picnic areas. Some pavilions even have electricity! It’s also home to a disc golf course and
scenic views along Little Chiques Creek. 

⚾ The Lakes Park
At 275 Lakeside Crossing, this 7-acre park features a pavilion, tennis, pickleball, and basketball
courts, and a ball field—perfect for both casual games and organized sports. The pavilion is
available on a first-come, first-serve basis for summer gatherings. 

Continued on next page...

https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/borough-parkkunkle-field/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/little-chiques-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/the-lakes-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Planning a Park Gathering?
Mount Joy Borough parks are great
places to host birthdays, reunions,
picnics, and casual get-togethers.
Several parks offer pavilions with
picnic tables, grills, and in some
locations, electricity.

Pavilion Reservations
To reserve a pavilion:

1.Call the Mount Joy Borough Office
at 717-653-2300

2.Ask about pavilion availability for
your preferred park and date

3.Provide your name, address,
phone number, and pavilion choice

4.Submit the $40 rental fee at the
time of reservation

Reservations are for the entire day
Pavilion changes are not permitted
once reserved
Some pavilions are first-come,
first-served so check ahead!

Continued...

🌿 Other Charming Borough Parks
Memorial Park – A tranquil space dedicated to veterans with a
gazebo and benches, ideal for quiet reflection, small ceremonies,
or even a wedding! 
Westview Park – Features new playground equipment and a
basketball court—great for active fun close to home. 
Grandview Park – A spacious park with ball fields used for youth
baseball, softball, and soccer. 
Florin Park – A peaceful green space to relax and enjoy a book or
conversation. 
Donegal Springs Road Park – A small, shaded sitting park perfect
for a quiet rest or a picnic bench break. 
Old Standby Park – A pocket park with beautiful landscaping and
a place to take in the spring blooms. 

🌻 Come Enjoy the Season!
From energetic play at Kids Joy Land to peaceful moments in
Memorial Park, Mount Joy’s parks are open from dawn to dusk and
waiting for you. Gather your loved ones, enjoy the fresh air, and make
the most of another beautiful spring and summer in our community!

Details about each park and pavilion can be found at
www.mountjoyborough.com.

MOUNT JOY BOROUGH UNVEILS NEW LOGO

As part of Mount Joy Borough’s 175th Anniversary celebration, the Borough is
proud to unveil a refreshed logo that honors our history while looking ahead to the
future.

Chief Robert Goshen and Borough Manager Mark Pugliese partnered with lifelong
Mount Joy resident Linda Eberly, owner of Eberly Designs, to thoughtfully update
the Borough’s visual identity. At the heart of the design is the Good Ship Mountjoy,
positioned forward with purpose — a nod to our rich heritage and a symbol of
steady progress as the Borough moves confidently into the future.

In celebration of this milestone year, a special commemorative version of the logo
has been created for 2026 to recognize the Borough’s 175th anniversary. This
anniversary edition will be used throughout 2026 as we mark this important
occasion together. Following the anniversary year, the Borough will transition to the
updated official logo for ongoing use.

We’re excited to share both versions of the logo with the community and look
forward to celebrating 175 years of Mount Joy’s history — and the bright future
ahead.

https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/memorial-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/westview-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/grandview-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/florin-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/parksrecreation/donegal-springs-road-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mountjoyborough.com/old-standby-park/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://www.mountjoyborough.com/
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Bicycle Safety: Ride Smart, Ride Safe
As warmer weather brings more cyclists onto local streets and trails,
it’s a great time to brush up on bicycle safety. Always wear a helmet,
obey traffic laws, use proper lighting and reflectors, and stay alert to
vehicles and pedestrians. For added peace of mind, residents are
encouraged to register their bicycles with the Mount Joy Police
Department. Bicycle registration can help with recovery if a bike is
lost or stolen and is a simple step toward safer riding for everyone.

WARM WEATHER REMINDERS

Yard Work & Heat Safety: Take It Easy in the Sun
Spring and summer yard work can be rewarding—but it can also be
physically demanding, especially in the heat. Remember to take
frequent breaks, stay hydrated, wear sunscreen and lightweight
clothing, and avoid the hottest part of the day when possible. Listen to
your body and don’t push through symptoms of heat exhaustion such
as dizziness, nausea, or excessive fatigue. A little planning goes a long
way toward staying safe while keeping your property looking great.

Pet Safety in Warm Weather: Protect Your Furry Friends
Our pets feel the heat too! Make sure animals always have access to
fresh water and shade, and avoid walking dogs on hot pavement that
can burn their paws. Keep pets protected from insects with vet-
approved preventatives, and never leave animals in parked cars—even
for a short time. Extra awareness during hot, sunny months helps keep
our furry companions happy, healthy, and safe.

Healthy gardens don’t happen by accident—and mulch and compost can do a lot of the heavy lifting.
A good layer of mulch helps soil hold moisture, keeps roots cooler during hot weather, and reduces
weeds, which means less watering and less weeding for you. Compost improves soil health by
adding nutrients and organic matter, helping plants grow stronger and more resilient over time.
Together, they support healthier plants, better harvests, and more vibrant landscapes. Interested in
putting them to work in your own garden or flower bed? Be sure to check out Page 21 to learn how
you can access the Borough’s compost site. 
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“CELEBRATING 250 YEARS OF FREEDOM”

The annual Mount Joy Memorial Day parade will be held at 2pm on Saturday, May 23. The 2026 theme
is ‘Celebrating 250 Years of Freedom’. This is the largest parade in the county and a fitting way to honor
all those who served our country. The parade committee is currently searching to find any local WWII
veterans so that they can be honored during the parade. The parade attracts several thousand people
each year. The parade forms at Church and Angle Streets, proceeds east down Main Street, ending at
Barbara Street.

The parade committee is looking for bands, church groups and civic groups to add to the line-up. This
year our country is 250 years old, and we are looking for more participation from the community.
Invitations to the parade will be sent out, in early March. If you or your group do not receive an invitation
and would like to participate, please contact John Coleman at MJMDPC@gmail.com or any parade
committee member. Prizes are awarded to floats, so get creative and design something unique. 

Local businesses can once again place an ad in the program. This program is made available along the
parade route before the start of the parade. Ads and donations from businesses and individuals help
defray the cost of the bands and groups that participate. 

If your business would like to place an ad in the program, please contact MJMDPC@gmail.com or any
parade committee member.

Committee: John Coleman, Denny Brandt, Chris Brandt, Brenda Kready & Joshua Deering
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TRASH COLLECTION PROCEDURES & GUIDELINES

Orange (extra bag tag) $3 each: for additional 32-gallon bas or cans, not weighing more than 30
lbs. each; unlimited weekly
Red (oversized items) $5 each: for refuse that will not fit into refuse containers; ex. small
furniture, carpet, etc.; limit two per week
Kraft bags (yard waste excluding grass) $0.50 each:  for woody waste only, shall not weigh more
than 30 lbs.

Collection can begin as early as 5 a.m. on your assigned pickup day. Basic service includes three 32-
gallon refuse bags/cans. Each bag/can is limited to 30 lbs. Customers are asked to place
trash/recycling containers at your pickup site the evening before your assigned day and should be
removed promptly after 6 p.m. If your trash is missed, please do not remove it from your pickup site.
Call the Borough office before 11 a.m. the next day at (717)-653-2300 and arrangements will be
made to have it picked up.

Special Tags

Pennsylvania’s Act 101 and Mount Joy Borough’s Ordinance 487 requires all commercial, industrial,
public (schools), community events and multi-family units to recycle. Act 101 also requires
municipalities and counties to track and report “post-consumer” recyclables that have been collected
and marketed such as clear & colored glass, aluminum, steel & bimetallic cans, corrugated cardboard,
plastic, yard waste, leaves, tires and white goods.
 
Option one is to have your materials collected curbside by Mount Joy Borough’s licensed hauler. You
would pay a semi-annual bill directly to the Borough for refuse and recycling collection. 
 
Option two is to opt out of the Borough’s collection program and contract with a private hauler.
Annual proof of collection is required with this option via an Annual Recycling Report that is mailed
each January.

Please be aware, Mount Joy Borough now has
one cardboard ONLY recycling dumpster in the
parking lot of Little Chiques Park on Park
Avenue. There is a slot in the dumpster that you
can slide the cardboard through. If anyone has
questions or comments, please call the Borough
Office. 

CARDBOARD RECYCLING
DUMPSTERS

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, PUBLIC & MULTI-
FAMILY RECYCLING REQUIREMENTS

Remember

NO
PIZZA
BOXES



TRASH COLLECTION
DELAYS

May 25, 2026 - Delay Monday -
Wednesday

September 7, 2026 - Delay Monday -
Wednesday

WHITE GOODS & TIRE
COLLECTION 

White Goods - $12:  refrigerators,
washers, dryers, stoves, air conditioners,
dishwashers, freezers, hot water heaters,
dehumidifiders, furnaces, microwaves,
treadmills, etc.
Tires - $5:  may be on or off the rim

Residents are asked to place these items at
their regular trash collection site the evening
before pickup. A special tag must be placed on
each item to be disposed of. Tags may be
purchased at the Borough Office, M-F, 7 AM—
4 PM, or at the Milanof-Schock Library, 1184
Anderson Ferry Road, during their hours of
operation. Tags MUST be purchased no later
than 2 PM the day before your collection. 
All items MUST be tagged for collection!

April 27, 28, 29

17

2026 TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION CALENDAR

Woody Waste Collection    White Goods & Tire Collection    Christmas Tree Collection 
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Rechargable Batteries are Causing Fires.Rechargable Batteries are Causing Fires.
KEEP ALL BATTERIES OUT OF THE TRASH AND RECYCLING BINS!KEEP ALL BATTERIES OUT OF THE TRASH AND RECYCLING BINS!



SITE ACCESS

COMPOST SITE

MOUNT JOY BORO/EAST
DONEGAL TOWNSHIP
FACILITY REGULATIONS:

The site accepts yard waste materials
(sticks, branches, etc.).
The following items will not be accepted:  
grass clippings, tree branches/trunks over
12 in diameter and/or over 8' in length,
tree stumps, construction/demolition
waste (boards, etc.).
Yard waste is not required to be bagged,
but if you prefer to do so, Kraft Bags can
be purchased at the Borough Office at 21
East Main Street, Mount Joy, or at the
Milanof-Schock Library, 1184 Anderson
Ferry Road, Mount Joy. 

DIRECTIONS

From East Main Street:

Turn RIGHT onto South Barbara Street

Turn LEFT onto East Donegal Street

Turn RIGHT onto South Jacob Street

Follow South Jacob Street until you can
go no further.

ARRIVE at the Compost Facility

21

The Mount Joy Borough/East Donegal Township Compost Site is available to residents of both
municipalities. Access to the facility will allow residents to drop off yard waste and woody waste
and load up quality mulch and compost material. To gain access to the site, stop by the Mount Joy
Borough Office to purchase a key fob. This site is available dawn to dusk, 365 days a year.
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Street sweeping 
scheduled for

MAY 11-15 
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Medications MUST be dumped out of the
original prescription bottle & put in a baggie.
They may be mixed together with other
medications.
NO liquids, ointments, or creams. Pills &
Capsules ONLY.
DO NOT put prescriptions in the Borough
Over Night Drop Box.
Pills & Capsules in foil packs MUST be
removed from the packets.

UNUSED MEDICINE DISPOSAL
CVS Pharmacy provided us with a drop box for
unwanted medication. The box is located inside
the front lobby and is accessible anytime the
Borough Offices are open to the public.
Instructions are posted on top the box, and clear
plastic baggies are provided for depositing
medications. 
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MILANOF-SCHOCK LIBRARY
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MEETING SCHEDULE
(All meetings are open to the public.)

Borough Council meets the 1st Monday @ 7 PM; Except September 14 ; Except November 2  @ 6 PM.th nd

Borough Authority meets the 3rd Tuesday @ 4 PM; Except Wednesday, May 20th.
Borough Planning Commission meets the 2nd Wednesday @ 6:30 PM.
Public Works Committee meets the 2nd Monday @ 6:30 PM; Except September 21st.
Admin/Finance Committee meets the 4th Thursday @ 6:30 PM; Except November 19th and December
17th.
Public Safety Committee meets the 4th Monday @ 6:30 PM; Except May 18th.
Zoning Hearing Board meets the 4th Wednesday @ 7 PM; Except November 18th and December 16th.
Borough Authority Finance Committee meets March 4 , March 25 ,  and July 8th @ 10 AM.th th

Borough Authority Admin. Committee meets June 23rd @ 10 AM.
Civil Service Commission meets the 4th Monday, as needed @ 5:30 PM; Except May 18th.
Borough Council Budget meets on November 5th, 10th & 12th @ 6:30 PM.
Borough Parks & Recreation Advisory Board meets the 4th Tuesday @ 6:30 PM.

Timothy Bradley, Jr., Mayor
William Hall, President
Joshua Deering, Vice President
Brian Youngerman, Councilor
Bruce Haigh, Councilor
David Eichler, President Pro-Tem
Philip Kark, Councilor
Bryan Gruber, Councilor
Zack Hollcraft, Councilor
 
Mark Pugliese, Borough Manager/Secretary
Robert Goshen, Chief of Police
Dennis Nissley, Public Works Director
 

BOROUGH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-4PM

BOROUGH AUTHORITY
MEMBERS

The Mount Joy Messenger is published by the Borough of Mount Joy and Mount Joy Borough Authority to provide information to the community concerning the Borough, the
Authority, and nonprofit, nonpolitical organizations providing services in the community or working for the betterment of the community which do not limit their services on the basis of
race, sex, religious affiliation, national origin or other similar classification. Nonprofit, nonpolitical organizations which provide services to residents of the community on
nondiscriminatory basis or which promote the betterment of the community are permitted to submit articles describing their organization and services for inclusion in the Mount Joy
Messenger. The inclusion of an article does not constitute an endorsement of the organization or philosophy stated in such article, and the Borough and the Authority make no
representation as to the quality of the services of any organization. The Borough and the Authority reserve the right to reject any article submitted by any organization which does not
provide services within the community, which is political in nature, which does not relate to services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis, which does not promote the betterment of
the community or which limits its services on the basis of race, sex, religious affiliation, national origin or similar classification.

John D. Rebman, Chairman
Michael Melhorn
Paul Ruffini
Larry Derr
Chris Metzler
 

Scott Kapcsos, Authority Manager

Borough of Mount Joy
21 East Main Street
Mount Joy, PA 17552

BOROUGH OFFICIALS

You may contact the Borough office at (717) 653-
2300 at any time to leave a message for a Borough
Official or an Authority Board Member.

Follow us on Facebook @mountjoyborough for updates and changes.
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