
NEW MUNICIPAL
COMPLEX
CONSTRUCTION

M O U N T  J O Y  M E S S E N G E R

In our last newsletter, we announced
Borough Council’s approval of the new
municipal complex at 300 Orchard Road—a
major step toward improving essential
services for our growing community. Now,
we’re excited to share that construction is
well underway!

Since breaking ground in the spring, crews
have made significant progress. The
foundation and floors are poured, and the
walls are now going up, giving shape to what
will soon be a modern and efficient hub for
Borough operations. 

Continued on next page...

A  G R E A T  P L A C E  T O  L I V E ,  W O R K  A N D  P L A Y !
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Photo by: Alex Grande
FDMJ at Winterfest
December 7, 2024



MUNICIPAL COMPLEX CONTINUED...
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Inside, planning is already underway for the next stages, with office furniture and interior finishings
being selected to create a comfortable, functional, and welcoming environment for both staff and
residents.

This new facility will bring Borough staff, Borough Authority staff, and the Borough Police
Department together under one roof, improving coordination and accessibility. 

If all goes as planned, the complex will be complete in the spring of 2026—right on schedule. We’ll
continue to provide updates as we get closer to move-in day and look forward to welcoming the
community into this exciting new chapter for Mount Joy.
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Photos by: Barry Geltmacher
Little Chiques Park Streambank Restoration
August 8, 2025

STREAMBANK RESTORATION
The Borough’s streambank restoration project is moving along steadily. Phase I—improvements
within the park—has been completed. Phase II is currently underway, stretching from Route 772 to
the park. Looking ahead, Phase III will extend from the park to Route 230 (East Main Street).

Funding for this important environmental project comes from a grant awarded by Clean Water
Partners. While heavy summer storms did flood the park and wash away a few picnic tables, the
restored streambank held strong, and the project schedule remains on track.

The benefits of this project go far beyond Mount Joy. By stabilizing the streambank, reducing
erosion, and filtering runoff, these improvements help keep excess sediment and pollutants out of
our local waterways. Since our streams ultimately flow into the Susquehanna River and then the
Chesapeake Bay, this restoration plays a small but important role in protecting water quality and
aquatic habitats far downstream.

Visit our Facebook page to see more photos of the progress and work in action!



4

The Benefits
Protects Local Waterways by filtering pollutants before they reach streams.
Reduces Flooding by absorbing and slowing down stormwater.
Supports Wildlife by providing food and habitat for pollinators, birds, and beneficial insects.
Beautifies Your Property with colorful, low-maintenance native plants.

Whether you have a small yard or a larger property, a rain garden can be designed to fit your space and
budget. The key is choosing the right location and plants, especially native species that thrive in our region.

To learn more about how to design, plant, and maintain a rain garden, visit:
Rain Garden 101 – MyWatersheds.org
StormwaterPA: Saving Streams One Yard at a Time
Penn State Extension: Rain Gardens – The Plants
Project Green Lancaster

A rain garden is more than just a pretty addition to
your yard—it’s a smart, environmentally friendly way
to help protect local streams and rivers. Designed to
collect and absorb rainwater runoff from roofs,
driveways, and lawns, rain gardens use specially
chosen plants, soil, and mulch to filter pollutants and
allow water to soak back into the ground.

When it rains, water flows quickly over hard
surfaces, picking up pollutants like oil, fertilizer, and
debris before heading into storm drains. This runoff
often ends up in our streams, causing erosion,
flooding, and water quality problems. A rain garden
slows down and cleans that runoff, reducing strain
on stormwater systems and helping recharge
groundwater supplies.

Right here in Mount Joy Borough, residents can see
a rain garden in action. The Community Rain Garden
is located behind the Borough building at 21 East
Main Street. It was funded by the League of Women
Voters of Pennsylvania Citizen Education Fund
through a Growing Greener Grant from the PA
Department of Environmental Protection. This space
not only manages stormwater but also serves as a
living example of how rain gardens can combine
beauty and function.

RAIN GARDENS: 
BEAUTY WITH A PURPOSE



When you look at your monthly expenses, essentials like electricity, internet, gas, and groceries
typically top the list. Yet water and sewer service - vital as they are - remain notably affordable
thanks to the Mount Joy Borough Authority’s efficient operations. Here’s how your water and sewer
rates stack up against other household costs - and what we do to keep them budget-friendly.

Current Rates (Effective May 1, 2025)

Water - Quarterly
First 8,000 gallons: $79.76 minimum
Next 22,000 gallons: $9.97 per 1,000 gallons
Next 270,000 gallons:  $9.11 per 1,000 gallons
Over 300,000 gallons:  $8.61 per 1,000 gallons

Sewer - Quarterly
First 8,000 gallons: $92.16 minimum
Next 22,000 gallons: $11.86 per 1,000 gallons
Next 270,000 gallons: $9.84 per 1,000 gallons
Over 300,000 gallons: $9.38 per 1,000 gallons

What This Means for a Typical Household
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Quarterly Usage Quarterly Bill Monthly Equivalent

8,000 gallons $171.92 $57.31

12,000 gallons $259.24 $86.41

MOUNT JOY BOROUGH AUTHORITY WATER & SEWER:

Pho
Littl
Aug

How Rates Compare - and How We Keep Them Low
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Cont.

Monthly Cost Comparison

*Electricity, Internet/Cable, and Gas Heat are billed monthly by most providers, so only monthly
averages are shown. 

How We Keep Rates Low

1.Quality Staff - The Authority Employs highly qualified staff whose expertise reduces the need for
outside contractors, keeping repair and maintenance costs lower for our customers.

2.Low Unaccounted-for Water - Through proactive leak detection, timely repairs, and regular
system audits, we keep unaccounted-for water loss well below industry averages. This means less
water needs to be pumped, treated, and delivered - reducing both water production and
wastewater treatment costs.

3.Preventative Maintenance Programs - Regular inspections and timely repairs extend the lie of
major assets, avoiding costly emergency work and minimizing service disruptions.

4.Electric Savings - We have converted facility lighting to energy-efficient LED fixtures, cutting
lighting energy use by up to 70% and reducing maintenance needs. We also use Variable
Frequency Drive (VFD) to operate pumps, ensuring motors run only at the speed necessary,
lowering electricity consumption and reducing equipment wear. 

Bottom Line

Even as grocery bills average around $278 per person per month, and electricity, internet, and heat
costs climb, Mount Joy’s water and sewer rates remain comparatively small and stable. At just $2-$3
a day, residents benefit from clean water, dependable sewage treatment, and the assurance that the
utility provider is operating efficiently and sustainably. 

Pho
Littl
Aug

Utility/Expense Cost (Quarterly) Monthly Equivalent

Water + Sewer $171.92 - $259.24 $57 - $86

Electricity* --- $146 - $178

Internet/Cable* --- $90 - $110

Gas Heat (avg.)* --- $80 - $120

Cell Phone Service --- $50 - $75

Groceries (PA avg.) --- $278 per person



Maintaining your
sewer lines

proactively saves
time and money.

2. Put a few drops of food
coloring in each toilet tank. After
30 minutes, if the color spreads
into the toilet bowl, then there's
likely a leak.

1/16" 74,000 Gallons/Qtr 822 Daily Avg 1/8" 296,000 Gallons/Qtr 3,288 Daily Avg 3/16" 652,000 Gallons/Qtr 7,244 Daily Avg

MOUNT JOY BOROUGH AUTHORITY | 21 E MAIN ST, MOUNT JOY, PA 17552 | AUTHORITY@MOUNTJOYPA.ORG
OFFICE HOURS | 7AM TO 4PM | PHONE: 717-653-5938

1/4” 1,181,000 Gallons/Qtr 13,122 Daily Avg

Proper Waste Disposal:
Never flush non-flushable items or pour grease

down the drain.

Avoid Tree Roots:
Use landscaping strategies to keep roots

away from sewer lines.

Harsh Chemicals:
Never flush solvents and flammable liquids, acids or
corrosive materials, pesticides, herbicides, oil- based

products or cleaning agents. 

Sewer Department
Gary Karichner, Chief Operator

Ralph Eckels, Operator
David Piatt, Operator

Susan Parker, Operator
Brian Shank, Operator

1.Check your water meter before and
after a two-hour period when no
water is being used. If the meter does
not read exactly the same, you
probably have a leak. (Just make sure
no one uses any water in the interim.)

Attention Commercial &
Industrial Customers

The Mount Joy Borough Authority will continue its Fire Hydrant Flushing program in 2025. This year’s
program will be focusing on the southwest side of the water distribution system. We will be flushing

periodically throughout the spring, summer, and fall months from 8AM to 3PM. During this time, some
customers may experience a brief change in water clarity or pressure. If this occurs, your water pressure

will come back to normal following the flushing procedures, if you experience a change in your water
clarity, please run a faucet for a few minutes and your waters clarity will return to normal. 

Board Members
John D. Rebman

Larry Derr
Chris Metzler

Michael Melhorn
Paul Ruffini

Administration
Scott Kapcsos, Authority Manager
Zachary Dennis, Assistant Manager
Lindsey Edgell, Business Manager

Melissa Lee, Admin Assistant
Shavon Vasquez, Admin Assistant

Water Department
Scott Kling, Chief Operator
Shawn Younger, Operator

Jason Bowers, Operator
Tom Megashko, Operator

Construction Department
Caleb Pardun, Supervisor

Rory Frey, Operator
Randall Seldomridge, Maintenance

3. Periodically check all faucets to
make sure they are not leaking.

Residential Meter
Replacements

Water Main Replacement

Authority staff are continuing
with the meter replacement
project. Should you receive a

letter stating that we are doing
meter replacements in your

area, please contact us
immediately at 717-693-2116 to

schedule a time that is
convenient for you.

 Authority staff will be conducting
surveys and inspections at
commercial and industrial
properties over the coming

months. These efforts are part of
our ongoing system

maintenance and compliance
initiatives. Additional information

regarding the surveys will be
mailed directly to each

customer. We appreciate your
cooperation and support!

Authority staff is preparing to
start a water main replacement
project on portions of Martin Ave

and Florin Ave in the coming
months. This project will include
the installation of approximately
1,500' of 8" water main, new fire

hydrant installations, connection
to existing service lines, and

abandonment of existing water
mains. If your property or water

service connection will be a part
of this project, additional

information will be mailed to you
directly in the upcoming weeks.

For more Authority project
information, scan the QR code

or go to mountjoyborough.com.

Fix Leaks
Immediately

of water per day. Regularly check
and repair any leaks in toilets,
faucets, water softener, and pipes
to prevent water wastage.

 

A small drip from a leaky faucet
can waste as much as 20 gallons

A continued leak from a hole shown below, over a 3 month period, can waste the amount of water shown below. 
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by Councilman Bill Hall

Recently, Mount Joy has experienced a number of significant rain events that have caused both
flooding and flash flooding. Hundreds of homes in Mount Joy experienced damage from these storms
ranging from wet carpets to wall collapse. While this article will not correct any of that damage,
hopefully, it will give you some insight into what flooding is, what causes it, and what we can do to
reduce it or reduce its impacts.

Let’s look at some terms and definitions:

Flooding – The National Weather Service (NWS) defines flooding as the inundation of a normally dry
area caused by rising water in an existing waterway, such as a river, stream, or drainage ditch.

Flash Flooding – According the National Weather Service flash flooding is Flooding that begins within
6 hours, and often within 3 hours, of a heavy rainfall (or other cause such as a dam breech).

100-year Flood – According to the National Weather Service (NWS), a 100-year flood doesn't mean
it will only occur once every 100 years. It signifies a flood event that has a 1% chance of being
equaled or exceeded in any given year. This means it could happen multiple times within a century, or
even in consecutive years. The amount of rain required varies by area. In Mount Joy, that amount is
about 7.5” over 24 hours.

Flash Flooding is possible everywhere. The normally tranquil streams and creeks in your
neighborhood or area can become raging torrents if heavy rain falls overhead -- or even upstream of
your location! Flash Flooding can also occur on city streets and highway underpasses. I can happen in
your yard, patio or driveway.  Flash floods occur when the ground cannot absorb water as fast as it
falls, or the stormwater management system cannot convey the water as fast as it falls, leading to
rapid accumulation and runoff.

New development in Pennsylvania must manage the 100-year flood on site. Older portions of the
Mount Joy Borough were built before this requirement. Flash flooding is a different story. It would be
far to expensive and difficult to design and build a stormwater system to handle the rate of rainfall
often seen with a flash flood.

�� What the Borough Is Doing — And How You Can Help

Mount Joy Borough Council and staff are actively discussing ways to improve stormwater flow and
reduce flood risk. But we need your help too.

FLASH FLOODING, THE 100-YEAR FLOOD AND OTHER
FLOODING QUESTIONS
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�� Help Keep Stormwater Moving:
Inspect storm drains near your home monthly.
Look for debris or plant growth that could block water flow.
⚠Never clear drains yourself, especially during rain — it’s unsafe.
➡ Report issues to the Borough at www.mountjoyborough.com or 717-653-2300.

�� Sump Pump & Drainage Tips from Councilman Brian Youngerman:
Test regularly — Even if your sump pump doesn’t run often, fill the pit with water to ensure it
works.
Check during storms — In both light and heavy rain, see how often it runs, whether water exits
easily, and if the discharge line is clear.
Perform maintenance — Clear debris from the pit and have an expert inspect it annually (cleaning,
float test, checking discharge lines for clogs/leaks, and verifying all parts work).
Replace proactively — Like a water heater, replace your sump pump every few years, even if it
seems fine.
Add protection — Install a one-way check valve to your sanitary sewer link to prevent water from
flowing back in. Consider a second pump for redundancy, a battery backup for power outages, or
a water-powered backup pump that runs on public water pressure.
Get alerts — Install a water detection alarm (smart versions can alert your phone). Smart outlets
can notify you if the pump loses power.
Direct water away — Landscape or extend discharge pipes to send water well away from your
home.
Maintain gutters & downspouts — Keep them clear and consider leaf guards. Downspouts should
empty 7–10 feet from your foundation (and not toward a neighbor’s).
Follow local rules — Ensure all work complies with Borough plumbing codes.

�� Extra Preparedness Tips:
Leave a house key with a neighbor if you’ll be away.
Install webcams or smart doorbells for remote monitoring.
Sign up for Borough alerts to receive updates on severe weather and flooding.

Working together — residents and Borough alike — we can better prepare for future storms and
reduce the damage they cause. Thank you for doing your part to keep Mount Joy safe and resilient.
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By Councilman Bruce Haigh, PE LTC US
Army (Ret.) Public Works Committee

On July 14, 2025 Mount Joy Borough
experienced a 6 hour precipitation event that
stalled over the Borough and dumped 7.30”
of rain onto an antiquated stormwater
collection system. This storm event
according to the National Weather Service
was an approximate 500 - 1,000 year event
with a probability of occurring in any one
year between 0.5% to 0.1%.

WHAT CAUSES URBAN FLOODING

In this modern day of sending rockets to Mars how could this happen and how do we fix it? Prior to
the Federal Clean Water Act of 1972 there was no regulations regarding Municipal stormwater. The
PA Clean Stream Act of 1937 only regulated pollutants. It was a common practice prior to 1972 to
mix stormwater with sanitary waste. The old saying “The solution to Pollution is Dilution.” Many older
section of the Borough have no stormwater collection system and all runoff is surface flow in the
streets, alleys, and back yards. In 1978 Pennsylvania passed the PA Stormwater Management Act
(Act 167) and Pennsylvania started managing peak rate runoff but not runoff volume. Act 167
generally only applied to new construction. In the past detention basins were designed to contain the
100-year/24-hour storm event, probability of occurring in any one year of 1% but stormwater
collection systems were required to manage the 25-year/24-hour storm event, probability of
occurring in any one year of 4%. Mount Joy Borough Council enacted a Stormwater Management
Ordinance in January 1989 to comply with Act 167 and the Borough has updated its Stormwater
Management Ordinance each time Lancaster County has updated their Act 167 Plan. The Borough
last updated our Stormwater Management Ordinance in 2014 to place additional emphasis on
“discarding” stormwater by infiltration or reuse. There are no Federal, State, County or Municipal
requirements to manage flash flooding such as occurred on July 14, 2025, nor would it be possible
for the Borough to mitigate flash flood events.

Recent history since Hurricane Lee in 2011 has demonstrated that the probability of the 100-year
storm event occurring in any given year is no longer 1% but much higher. Recent history in 2018 and
2025 has demonstrated that higher storm events tend to stall over the Borough and thus we
experience relatively short duration time wise but heavy down pour storm event that over charge the
stormwater collection system. For a one quarter to one third acre residential property the runoff
volume from the 25-year storm event is approximately 27,000-30,000 gallons. For that same
residential property, the runoff volume from the 100-year storm event is 40,000 – 50,000 gallons.
This additional runoff volume per average residential lot is equivalent to an average residential
swimming pool dumping in your street.

Up sizing the entre Borough stormwater collection system and all the stormwater management
facilities is not practical. Upsizing a single section of the stormwater collection system only passes the
flooding issue down conveyance to some other person’s property.

Photo by: Councilman Bruce Haigh
Florin Avenue and School Lane
July 14, 2025
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cont...

There are public policy decisions and engineering strategies that in the past have proven successful in
minimizing/attenuating this excess runoff between the 25-year runoff volume (~4.00”) and the 100-
year runoff volume (5.90”). The first strategy is “flood proofing”. Property owners cannot easily raise
the first floor elevation of a structure but they can flood proof basement window wells with window
well extenders and sealed window well covers, extend downspouts and sump pump discharges away
from the structure and in many instances regrade, install berms and drainage swales to channel
stormwater away from the structure.  The second strategy is to “discard” a portion of the existing
runoff volume through infiltration, bio swales, reuse, and wetlands. This will provide additional
capacity within the stormwater conveyance system for the higher storm events. The third strategy is
‘temporary storage” of the excess runoff prior to conveyance to the designed existing stormwater
management facility. This temporary storage could be as simple as a raised curb on a street, a berm in
a recreational facility or an underground storage facility with pump out. The fourth strategy is
additional “permanent storage” with controlled gravity release. The fifth strategy is “bypass or
intentional flooding’’ of parking lots, undeveloped parcels or recreation facilities where there would
be minimal property damage. 

The challenges are immense with legal and financial constraints. In April of this year the Public Works
Committee started development of a Five-Year Stormwater Management Plan. That action has been
accelerated by the July 14  storm event. The Borough is seeking your help in identifying all the
problem areas in the Borough and what criteria should be used to prioritize the Borough’s effort.
Please provide you input to Brett Hamm, Borough Stormwater Officer at zoning@mountjoypa.org or
(717) 653-6680.

th

Photo by: Kim Bair
Barbara Street Area
July 14, 2025

Photo by: Fire Department Mount Joy
Main Street
July 14, 2025
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By Councilman Bill Hall

Ten members of the Fire Department Mount Joy (FDMJ)
completed the Water Rescue and Emergency Response
(WRER) course August 8–10, 2025. This intensive training,
certified by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission,
provided members with vital skills to safely and effectively
respond to water emergencies.

The three-day program covered a range of water safety
topics, including the proper use of personal protective
equipment, specialized water rescue tools, and shore-based
rescue techniques. Participants also learned to assess
hazards, communicate during incidents, and coordinate
resources in challenging aquatic environments.

FIRE DEPARTMENT MOUNT JOY UPDATES

A key component of the course was
a 100-yard swim test in a pool while
wearing street clothes, simulating
the physical demands of real-life
emergencies. Members then moved
to the Schuylkill River, where they
took part in hands-on scenarios
involving victim approach, reach and
throw rescues, and team-based
operations.

Upon completion of the WRER course, all ten members achieved certification at the Operations level
of water rescue, officially recognized by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission. This training
strengthens FDMJ’s ability to respond to flooding events, swift-water incidents, and other aquatic
emergencies, ensuring enhanced safety for the community. The department commends these
members for their dedication to professional development and public service.

Photos by: Whitecap Water Rescue Training LLC
August 8-10, 2025

The FDMJ has launched its annual fund drive with a goal of raising
$200,000. Proceeds from the fund drive will enhance municipal
contributions, allowing the department to provide advanced
training, acquire state-of-the-art equipment, supply uniforms, and
offer other benefits to its dedicated volunteer firefighters. These
funds will ensure FDMJ remains prepared to respond to
emergencies with skill, safety, and professionalism. In addition to
financial support, FDMJ is always seeking new volunteers to join its
ranks and serve the community. The department encourages
residents and businesses to contribute and get involved, helping
protect lives and property in Mount Joy and the surrounding area.
Learn more at www.fdmj.com/join. 



 TRASH, RECYCLING AND YARD WASTE
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TRASH COLLECTION PROCEDURES & GUIDELINES

Orange (extra bag tag) $3 each: for additional 32-gallon bas or cans, not weighing more than 30
lbs. each; unlimited weekly
Red (oversized items) $5 each: for refuse that will not fit into refuse containers; ex. small
furniture, carpet, etc.; limit two per week
Kraft bags (yard waste excluding grass) $0.50 each:  for woody waste only, shall not weigh more
than 30 lbs.

Collection can begin as early as 5 a.m. on your assigned pickup day. Basic service includes three 32-
gallon refuse bags/cans. Each bag/can is limited to 30 lbs. Customers are asked to place
trash/recycling containers at your pickup site the evening before your assigned day and should be
removed promptly after 6 p.m. If your trash is missed, please do not remove it from your pickup site.
Call the Borough office before 11 a.m. the next day at (717)-653-2300 and arrangements will be
made to have it picked up.

Special Tags

Pennsylvania’s Act 101 and Mount Joy Borough’s Ordinance 487 requires all commercial, industrial,
public (schools), community events and multi-family units to recycle. Act 101 also requires
municipalities and counties to track and report “post-consumer” recyclables that have been collected
and marketed such as clear & colored glass, aluminum, steel & bimetallic cans, corrugated cardboard,
plastic, yard waste, leaves, tires and white goods.
 
Option one is to have your materials collected curbside by Mount Joy Borough’s licensed hauler. You
would pay a semi-annual bill directly to the Borough for refuse and recycling collection. 
 
Option two is to opt out of the Borough’s collection program and contract with a private hauler.
Annual proof of collection is required with this option via an Annual Recycling Report that is mailed
each January.

Mount Joy Borough has two cardboard ONLY
recycling dumpsters at the Parks Department
Building, 134 North Market Avenue, and in the
parking lot of Little Chiques Park on Park Avenue.
There is a slot in each dumpster that you can slide
the cardboard through. If anyone has questions or
comments, please call the Borough Office. 

CARDBOARD RECYCLING
DUMPSTERS

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, PUBLIC & MULTI-
FAMILY RECYCLING REQUIREMENTS
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2025/26 TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION CALENDAR

CHRISTMAS TREE
COLLECTION

Christmas tree collection will happen January
5, 6, and 7, 2026

WHITE GOODS & TIRE
COLLECTION 

White Goods - $12:  refrigerators,
washers, dryers, stoves, air conditioners,
dishwashers, freezers, hot water heaters,
dehumidifiders, furnaces, microwaves,
treadmills, etc.
Tires - $5:  may be on or off the rim

Residents are asked to place these items at
their regular trash collection site the evening
before pickup. A special tag must be placed on
each item to be disposed of. Tags may be
purchased at the Borough Office, M-F, 7 AM—
4 PM, or at the Milanof-Schock Library, 1184
Anderson Ferry Road, during their hours of
operation. Tags MUST be purchased no later
than 2 PM the day before your collection. 
All items MUST be tagged for collection!

October 27, 28, and 29

Woody Waste Collection    White Goods & Tire Collection    Christmas Tree Collection 
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�� Protect Your Home & Family
Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Alarms Save Lives

�� Smoke Alarms: Don’t Disarm the Messenger

Why? 3 out of 5 home fire deaths happen in homes with no smoke alarms or alarms that don’t
work.

Types:
Ionization → Fast response to flaming fires (needs proper disposal).
Photoelectric → Best for smoldering fires.

Where to Install:
Outside every bedroom
Inside bedrooms with closed doors
On every level (including basements)

How to Install:
Wall: 6–12 inches below the ceiling
Ceiling: at least 6 inches from walls

Maintenance:
✅ Test monthly
�� Replace batteries yearly (or when chirping)
�� Vacuum clean
♻ Replace every 10 years

�� Carbon Monoxide (CO) Alarms: Guard Against the Silent Killer

Why? CO is colorless, odorless, and deadly. Alarms provide early warning so you can ventilate or
evacuate.

Types:
Battery-operated (up to 10-year life)
AC-powered (with or without backup battery)

Lifespan: 2–5 years (newer models alert when replacement is needed).

Testing Tip: Test button checks battery/circuit, not the gas sensor.
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�� Keep Your Home Safe: Chimney Cleaning Matters
Chimney cleaning is a critical maintenance task that protects your family and keeps your heating system
running efficiently.

�� How Often?
✅ Inspect & clean at least once a year — even if you rarely use your fireplace.

�� Signs Your Chimney Needs Cleaning
Creosote buildup (black, tar-like substance)
Smoky odors indoors
Poor draft (smoke not venting properly)
Slow-burning or struggling fires

��♂ Call the Professionals
Certified chimney sweeps use the right tools to safely remove creosote.
They also check for cracks, blockages, or other structural issues.

⚠ Safety First
Always wear protective gear if attempting light maintenance.
Never climb or work on a roof alone.

�� Legal & Insurance Requirements
Many insurance companies require proof of annual chimney care to cover fire damage claims.

✨ Stay safe, stay warm, and prevent chimney fires — schedule your annual chimney cleaning today!

✅ Quick Safety Checklist

�� Test alarms every month
�� Change batteries annually
�� Clean alarms regularly
⏳ Replace smoke alarms every 10 years
⏳ Replace CO alarms every 2–5 years

Take a few minutes this month to test your alarms.

A working smoke or CO alarm could save your life.
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Rechargable Batteries are Causing Fires.Rechargable Batteries are Causing Fires.
KEEP ALL BATTERIES OUT OF THE TRASH AND RECYCLING BINS!KEEP ALL BATTERIES OUT OF THE TRASH AND RECYCLING BINS!



SITE ACCESS

COMPOST SITE

MOUNT JOY BORO/EAST
DONEGAL TOWNSHIP
FACILITY REGULATIONS:

The site accepts yard waste materials
(sticks, branches, etc.).
The following items will not be accepted:
grass clippings, tree branches/trunks over
19 in diameter and/or over 8' in length,
tree stumps, construction/demolition
waste (boards, etc.).
Yard waste is not required to be bagged,
but if you prefer to do so, Kraft Bags can
be purchased at the Borough Office at 21
East Main Street, Mount Joy, or at the
Milanof-Schock Library, 1184 Anderson
Ferry Road, Mount Joy. 

DIRECTIONS

From East Main Street:

Turn RIGHT onto South Barbara Street

Turn LEFT onto East Donegal Street

Turn RIGHT onto South Jacob Street

Follow South Jacob Street until you can
go no further.

ARRIVE at the Compost Facility
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The Mount Joy Borough/East Donegal Township Compost Site is available to residents of both
municipalities. Access to the facility will allow residents to drop off yard waste and woody waste
and load up quality mulch and compost material. To gain access to the site, stop by the Mount Joy
Borough Office to purchase a key fob. This site is available dawn to dusk, 365 days a year.
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Street sweeping is 
scheduled for 

November 3 - December 12, 2025
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Mount Joy Borough/
Authority is using a NEW
Emergency Alert System

called RAVE. Sign up now to
make sure you don’t miss any

possible emergency
notifications. 

Stay in the know! 
Follow 

Mount Joy Borough 
on Facebook!

Medications MUST be dumped out of the
original prescription bottle & put in a baggie.
They may be mixed together with other
medications.
NO liquids, ointments, or creams. Pills &
Capsules ONLY.
DO NOT put prescriptions in the Borough
Over Night Drop Box.
Pills & Capsules in foil packs MUST be
removed from the packets.

UNUSED MEDICINE DISPOSAL
CVS Pharmacy provided us with a drop box for
unwanted medication. The box is located inside
the front lobby and is accessible anytime the
Borough Offices are open to the public.
Instructions are posted on top the box, and clear
plastic baggies are provided for depositing
medications. 
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MEETING SCHEDULE
(All meetings are open to the public.)

Borough Council meets the 1st Monday @ 7 PM.
Borough Authority meets the 3rd Tuesday @ 4 PM.
Borough Planning Commission meets the 2nd Wednesday @ 7 PM.
Public Works Committee meets the 2nd Monday @ 6:30 PM.
Admin/Finance Committee meets the 4th Thursday @ 6:30 PM.
Public Safety Committee meets the 4th Monday @ 6:30 PM.
Zoning Hearing Board meets the 4th Wednesday @ 7 PM .
Borough Authority Finance Committee meets November 13th @ 10 AM.
Borough Authority Admin. Committee meets October 22nd @ 10 AM.
Civil Service Commission meets the 4th Monday, as needed @ 5:30 PM.
Borough Council Budget meets on November 6th, 11th & 13th @ 6:30 PM.
Borough Parks & Recreation Advisory Board meets the 2nd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM.

Timothy Bradley, Jr., Mayor
William Hall, President
Mary Ginder, Councilor
Brian Youngerman, Councilor
Bruce Haigh, Councilor
David Eichler, President Pro-Tem
Philip Kark, Councilor
Lu Ann Fahndrich, Councilor
David Greineder, Vice President
Mitchell Scordo, Councilor
 
Mark Pugliese, Borough Manager/Secretary
Robert Goshen, Chief of Police
Dennis Nissley, Public Works Director
 

BOROUGH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-4PM

BOROUGH AUTHORITY
MEMBERS

The Mount Joy Messenger is published by the Borough of Mount Joy and Mount Joy Borough Authority to provide information to the community concerning the Borough, the
Authority, and nonprofit, nonpolitical organizations providing services in the community or working for the betterment of the community which do not limit their services on the basis of
race, sex, religious affiliation, national origin or other similar classification. Nonprofit, nonpolitical organizations which provide services to residents of the community on
nondiscriminatory basis or which promote the betterment of the community are permitted to submit articles describing their organization and services for inclusion in the Mount Joy
Messenger. The inclusion of an article does not constitute an endorsement of the organization or philosophy stated in such article, and the Borough and the Authority make no
representation as to the quality of the services of any organization. The Borough and the Authority reserve the right to reject any article submitted by any organization which does not
provide services within the community, which is political in nature, which does not relate to services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis, which does not promote the betterment of
the community or which limits its services on the basis of race, sex, religious affiliation, national origin or similar classification.

John D. Rebman, Chairman
Michael Melhorn
Paul Ruffini
Larry Derr
Chris Metzler
 

Scott Kapcsos, Authority Manager

Borough of Mount Joy
21 East Main Street
Mount Joy, PA 17552

BOROUGH OFFICIALS

You may contact the Borough office at (717) 653-
2300 at any time to leave a message for a Borough
Official or an Authority Board Member.

Follow us on Facebook @mountjoyborough for updates and changes.
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